Soaring Together: What can you do to protect

The Eagle's Story, 5
Our Watershed's the Bald Eagle =

Future

Bald eagles are a symbol of conservation success but their future depends
on the choices we make every day. In the Dan River Basin, bald eagles rely
on clean rivers, healthy fish populations, mature forests and safe nesting
areas to survive and raise their young. Whether you live near the river,
enjoy the outdoors or want to help protect wildlife from your own home,
everyone has a role to play in keeping these incredible birds soaring for
generations to come.

Protect Clean Water

Healthy waterways are essential to bald eagles because they depend on
rivers, lakes, and streams for food and habitat. Protecting the quality of
our water helps ensure that fish populations remain strong and that Fifty years ago, seeing a bald eagle in
eagles have a reliable source of food. s 2=C = mropnipon.

Today, eagles are returning because

people invested in clean water, healthy

You can help protect clean water by: habitat and conservation.

e Reducing the use of fertilizers, pesticides and chemicals that can Theit recovery reminds us that what we
wash into streams and rivers. & e

e Properly disposing of household chemicals, medications and waste.

e Picking up litter in your neighborhood, along trails and near
waterways.

e Conserving water and making choices that reduce pollution.

e Planting native trees, shrubs and flowers that help filter runoff and
support wildlife.

Protect Bald Eagle Habitat

Bald eagles build large nests in mature trees near rivers and lakes.
Protecting forests and natural areas gives eagles places to hunt, rest and
raise their young.

Once nearly gone from much of the
Southeast, bald eagles have returned to

the Dan River watershed because

You can help protect eagle habitat by: people worked together to protect
e Preserving trees and natural vegetation along streams and B T water quality, festoge
. habitat and reduce pollution.
riverbanks. s i
] o . . . heir comeback reminds us that
¢ Maintaining wooded areas and wildlife-friendly spaces on your vt o
property.

¢ Keeping a respectful distance from eagle nests and avoiding
disturbances during nesting season.

e Exploring outdoor areas responsibly by staying on trails and
leaving natural spaces undisturbed.

e Supporting conservation efforts that protect forests, rivers and
wildlife habitat throughout the Dan River Basin.




Choose Safe Practices While Hunting

The eagle's recovery reflects the same

Hunters are important partners in wildlife conservation and can help M8 0 drvation valuds that BRIdGDRBAS
protect bald eagles and other scavenging birds. Eagles can be exposed to work throughout the Dan River Basin:
lead when they feed on remains from harvested animals that contain e T oter

+ Conserving riverside forests

lead fragments.

* Restoring wildlife habitat
- Connecting people to nature
Hunters can help by: - Working across communities and
e Choosing non-lead ammunition to reduce the risk of lead i
poisoning in bald eagles and other wildlife.
e Removing animal remains when possible or using practices that
reduce access to lead-contaminated material.
e Sharing information with other hunters about the benefits of
non-lead ammunition.

Help Eagles from Home
You do not have to live next to a river to make a difference. Actions taken

The return of eagles to out region

at home can help create healthier habitats and protect the entire shows what is possible when people
watershed that bald eagles depend on. invest in conservation over the long
term.
You can help from your own backyard by: DRBA’s work isn’t over. We are
e Planting native plants that provide food and shelter for wildlife. celebrating our conservation successes

 Reducing or eliminating pesticides that can harm insects, birds, RO Leng e
. protecting our environment.

and other animals. :

e Recycling properly and reducing waste.

e Creating wildlife-friendly spaces with native trees, shrubs and
water sources.

e Learning about bald eagles and sharing what you discover with
friends and family.

Get Outside and Get Involved
People of all ages can become part of bald eagle conservation by T he orgenizations lon T r R
exploring nature and connecting with the places these birds call home. the watershed can be seen for years to

come. We’d like to continue our mission

for another 25 years. Can you help us?

You can make a difference by:

e Visiting local rivers, parks and natural areas to observe wildlife
responsibly.

e Participating in community cleanups and conservation projects.

¢ Signing-up for volunteer opportunities that protect the Dan River
Basin.

¢ Teaching others about bald eagles and why healthy watersheds
matter.

e Supporting organizations that work to protect clean water, wildlife
and natural habitats.




For DRBA, the bald eagle is more than a national emblem. It is a
symbol of hope, resilience and the power of long-term stewardship.
Every eagle seen soaring above the Dan River Basin is proof that
when people invest in clean water and thriving habitats, nature can
recover and our community is a healthy place to live, work and play.

You can help keep that story soaring by supporting DRBA's Soaring
Summer Campaign with a donation, exploring the rivers and trails
that make our watershed on our Interactive Map, signing up for
volunteer alerts to lend a hand and making choices every day that
protect clean water and healthy habitats (have you taken the Clean

Water Pledge yet?)

Together we can help keep bald eagles soaring above the Dan River Basin
and preserve a watershed where clean water, healthy habitats and vibrant
communities are protected and preserved for generations to come.

Thank you for caring!


https://donorbox.org/2025-drba-donations-2
https://www.danriver.org/interactive-map
https://www.danriver.org/support-drba/take-action/volunteer-opportunities
https://www.danriver.org/form/clean-water-pledge
https://www.danriver.org/form/clean-water-pledge

